Fasteners Antidumping & Countervailing Duty Investigations Initiated!
U.S. Department of Commerce finds initial dumping margins at 66.87% to
205.97 % for China and 51.39% to 114.41% for Taiwan.
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On October 14, 2009, the U.S. Department of Commerce announced its initiation of the
antidumping and countervailing duty investigations into standard steel fasteners from China and
Taiwan. The period of time that will be investigated in the antidumping duty investigation is
July 1, 2008, through June 30, 2009 . The Department of Commerce calculated initial dumping
margins based upon information contained in Nucor's petition, at 66.87% to 205.97% for
China, and 51.39% to 114.14% for Taiwan. That would mean additional import duties of
66.87% to 205.97% and 51.39% to 114.41% on standard steel fasteners from China and Taiwan,
respectively.
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Dumping occurs when a foreign company sells a product in the United States at less than normal
value. Subsidies are financial assistance from foreign governments that benefit the production,
manufacture, or exportation of goods.
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Comments on the appropriateness of the scope of the investigation (see Scope, left) must be filed
by November 2, 2009. The scope now specifically excludes OEM auto and aerospace fasteners
and track bolts, anchor bolts, and socket screws. Comments on what the most important product
characteristics are must be filed by October 27, 2009, with rebuttal comments due November 3,
2009.
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Mandatory respondents for the antidumping duty investigation of fasteners from China will be
selected based on information received in Quantity and Value questionnaires. Mandatory
respondents for the antidumping duty investigation of fasteners from Taiwan will be selected
based upon import data provided by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection for imports in
HTSUS nos. 7318.15.2030, 7318.15.2055, 7318.15.2065, 7318.15.8065, 7318.15.8085, and
7318.16.0085.
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Importers, consumer groups, and industrial users all can have a direct voice in the investigation
by submitting relevant information and argument throughout the investigation. For information
on how to present comments and argument to the Department of Commerce, please contact us at
info@importerhelp.com.
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TWO ACTIONS TO TAKE NOW! —REH1TZIE !

First: Chinese suppliers must file a response to the Department of
Commerce QUANTITY & VALUE QUESTIONNAIRE. The Quantity and Value
responses is due on November 5, 2009! All exporters must file a response or they are
deemed uncooperative. Uncooperative parties are assigned the "adverse facts available
rate,” which is always the highest duty rate. This means they most likely will be locked
out of the US Market.
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Second: Chinese suppliers must file a SEPARATE RATES APPLICATION in
the antidumping duty investigation. Separate Rates Applications are due
December 21, 2009, but can be rejected if they are less than perfect. Chinese exporters
should contact a US international trade attorney to help them file the separate rates
application properly. (A partial listing of US international trade attorneys is available at
http://www.importerhelp.com/firms.html.) Separate rates applications should be sent
in early so there is time to correct any deficiencies. If exporters do not file a separate
rates application, they will be deemed to be controlled by the Chinese government and
assigned a high, China-wide antidumping duty rate. The high rate will make it very
difficult to make sales to the United States!
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